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CONTAGIOUS EYE DISEASES. 


BY J. MORRISON RAY, M. D. 


Formerly House Surgeon, Manhattan Eye and Ear Hos- 
pital, New York City, 


Any careful observer who will go through 
a large blind asylum and estimate the num- 
ber of inmates who have lost their eyes from 
contagious eye disease, will find the petcent- 
age to be very large, reaching from 85 to 
go per cent of all cases, as shown by sta- 
tistics completed, in the asylums of Great 
Britain. This estimate does not include 
those who have lost one eye or who have 
permanent defects of sight that detract from 
their power to earn a livelihood by a recur- 
rence of the inflammation onthe leastamount 
of use. The fact that these cases, toa great 
extent, belong to a class in which eye dis- 
ease may be prevented, should add interest 
to them, since they are deserving alike of 
the attention of the sanitarian and the oph- 
thalmologist. 

It is patent to all observers that the prev- 
alence of contagious ophthalmia is on the 
increase. In the recent report of the Com- 
mittee on Hygiene, of the New York County 
Medical Society, Dr. R. H. Derby* found 
that out of 3,025 children examined in va- 
rious institutions of New York City, 25 per 
cent, or one in four, had communicable eye 
disease. During the spring and summer of 
1883 I had the good fortune to study an 
outbreak of this disease in a large orphan 
asylum of New York City. 

When the disease made its appearance 
the children were placed under the care of 
Prof. D. B. St. John Roosa, M. D., and 
Dr. J. B. Emerson. she treatment was 
carried out under the directions of these 
gentlemen. These children were so crowded 
that any contagious disease, once getting a 

*Medical Record, November rst, 1884, 
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foot-hold in the institution, would spread 
with great rapidity. Wonderful changes 
in their condition were noticed after a 
thorough sanitary renovation of the build- 
ing. lessening of the number in the rooms, 
and strict attention to cleanliness. . These 
changes for the better were in no part of 
the eye more apparent than in the con- 
junctiva. + 

The contagious diseases of the eye, with 
but few exceptions,* commence as inflim- 
mation in the conjunctiva accompanied by 
the formation of mucous, muco-purulent or 
purulent secretions. In the so called simple 
catarrhal conjunctivitis, on examination we 
find the conjunctival meshes infiltrated with 
serum, causing an increased secretion of 
serum mixed with mucus and epithelial 
debris. In the more severe forms, we have 
the leucocytes transuding through the ves- 
sels, and the discharge becoming abundant, 
thick, and almost entirely purulent. 

By some cbservers any abnormal secretion 
from the conjunctiva of inflammatory origin 
is considered contagious. 

It has been showny that the degree or 
power of contagion depends on the character 
of the discharge, being more virulent when 
this is thick and of a yellow color. Cases 
of recent date are more contagious than 
those which are chronic. 

It is claimed by some that there are two 
forms of inflammation, which clinically 
we are unable to differentiate, but which 
demonstrate their identity by one being able 
to reproduce itself when placed on the 
conjunctive of a healthy eye, the other 
not having this power. In support of this, 
I have seen children whose eyes, when once 
infected, would go on to the formation of 
the so-called trachoma granule of Saemsch 
with permanent injury to the eye in spite of 
the most vigorous treatment, whilé, in the 
same room, other children would have only 


*Sir William Wilde, American Journal Medical Science, 
April, 1868. 
+Piringer Wills, on Eye, page 146. 
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a slight attack, the eye recovering its former 
state in short time. 

It has been demonstrated that a peculiar 
micrococcus exists in the trachomatous 
conjunctivitis, which by contact with the 
healthy eye will reproduce the same dis- 
ease, and this has caused Sattler to regard 
trachoma as a specific disease, depending 
on this peculiar micrococcus for its procrea- 
tion. 

The trachomatous body is a new form- 
ation differing from the so-called papil- 
lary granulation of Stellwag which we so 
often see following cases of purulent or 
gonorrheal conjunctivitis, both in its histo- 
logical relations, its prognosis, and amena- 
bility to treatment. Papillary granulation 
is a hypertrophy of the true papille of the 
conjunctiva. In such the conjunctiva is of 
a soft velvety feel and a deep-red color; it 
bleeds readily, and is confined to the con- 
junctiva of the lids, the papille not being 
found any where else. The trachoma body 
is a collection of lymphoid cells, and is found 
not only on the palpebral conjunctiva, but 
also in abundance in the retrotarsal fold 
and ocular conjunctiva. It is also often pres- 
ent on the cornea. It is hard, covered 
by a shining fibrous layer, and extends 
deeply into the conjunctiva. 

The views as to the specific nature of 
trachoma are not those entertained by the 
majority of ophthalmic surgeons at the pres 
ent time, but the experiments of Sattler 
would seem to offer strong proof in favor of 
his theory. 

In papillary hypertrophy the prognosis is 
good. In the majority of cases the con- 
junctiva returns to its normal condition, 
with only slight if any impairment of its 
structure, whereas in trachoma the con- 
junctiva becomes atrophied, accompanied 
by the formation of hard cicatricial bands 
that contract, causing an incurvation of the 
tarsus and distortion of the hair bulbs, 
which lead to entropion and trichiasis, and 
require for their relief operative interfer- 
ence. We often see epidemics of a mild 
form of conjunctivitis that have a tendency 
to get well without any treatment. They gen- 
erally occur during dry, windy weather, or 
among those who work in closed apartments 
where the air is saturated with dust and 
other impurities. In certain climates this 
form is quite obstinate, and is due to con- 
tact with the offending particles for a long 
period of time. : 

The ophthalmia of the new-born is another 
form of contagious eye disease which gives 


rise to direful results, and is significant when 
we reflect that in these cases a majority of the 
eyes can be saved by appropriate treatment 
applied at the proper time. This disease, 
as is well known, is caused by infection from 
the maternal vaginal secretions during birth 
or shortly afterward, the secretion being 
either leucorrheal or gonorrheal. It comes 
on in from a few hours to two or three days 
after birth, and is an acute purulent inflam- 
mation of the conjunctiva, accompanied by 
swelling of the lids, chemosis of conjunctiva, 
and imminent danger to the integrity of the 
cornea. ‘The first indication in its treat- 
ment is to prevent the poisonous secretions 
from reaching the conjunctival surface. 
This is done either by washing out the par- 
turient canal or careful cleansing of the eyes 
immediately after birth. These methods 
have been followed out in the Letpsic Lying- 
in Hospital,* and have brought the percent- 
age of these cases from 13.6 down to Jess than 
1 per cent in all cases of confinement. The 
methods used were injections of antiseptic 
solutions and washing the eyes immediately 
after birth with astringents, such as gr. ij- 
3j. nit. silver. In the treatment of conjune- 
tival inflammation, if the disease is of recent 
date the results are most satisfactory, and 
consist generally in keeping the parts at 
rest and free from the irritating discharges. 
The local medication must be mildly astrin- 
gent, frequently and thoroughly applied. 
The choice of a medicament will depend to 
a great extent on the individual preferences 
of the practitioner. Nitrate of silver, al- 
though we should be cautious in its use 
and carefully watch its effects, is the most 
popular, and many consider it unquestion- 
ably superior to any other astringent. 
Noyes} says “that when judiciously and 
skillfully applied it often supersedes the use 
of any other remedies.” Its exhibition, 
however, should always be under the hands 
of the surgeon, the strength being from 1-10 
gr. to 3}. 

To those who are unfavorable to the use 
of the silver nitrate, one of the most elegant 
and effectual ways of treating these cases is 
after the method used by Dr. C. R. Agnew, 
of New York, which is by means of the 
medicated spray. It distributes the medica- 
ment more evenly and thoroughly over the 
surface of the conjunctiva than any other 
method, and washes away all discharges that 
have collected in the retrotarsal folds, The 
apparatus used is known as the “ Manhattan 

“Diseases of Eye, p. 161. 
tArchives fiir Gynekologie, vol. xvi., No, 2. 
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Hospital Spray.” Itcan be managed with one 
hand, the other being free to evert the lids. 
The solutions used may be any mild astrin- 
gent. One composed of tannin, borax and 
camphor-water is deservedly popular. One 
that isalso extensively employed inthis way is 


a saturated solution of boric acid. It was 
used quite extensively upon the children in 
the care of Drs. Roosa and Emerson. 
Many cases were also found that improved 
rapidly by simple spray of pure water, show- 
ing that the great desideratum in the treat. 
ment of these cases is cleanliness. The 
cold water also acts as a very gentle stimu- 
lant. 

In the treatment of trachoma, however, 
our measures must be more energetic. The 
object aimed at being to cause enough 
stimulation so that, if possible, absorption 
of the trachomatous masses mayeccur. To 
do this a solution of nitrate of silver, gr. 
v-xx to the ounce of water are used; also 
the crystals of the sulphate of copper applied 
to the everted lids. Another method which 
has become quite popular is pulverized 
boric acid} dusted on conjunctive by means 
of acamel’s hair brush. A method used by 
Dr. Carey, of the Manhattan Hosyital, is 
original and answers well. The powder is 
made to adhere to the thumb by pressure, 
and thus rubbed into the granulation, the 
lids being everted. Within the last few 
years, however, quite a marked advance 
has been made in the treatment of this most 
obstinate and intractable disease. I refer 
to the treatment advanced by Prof. De 
Wecker, of Paris, by means of the infusion 
of the abrus precatorius, or jequirity bean. 
This acts by substituting another form of 
inflammation, that leads to a softening and 
absorption of the trachomatous masses, and 
a d sappearance of the vascular condition 
of the cornea which so often accompanies 
this condition. My experience with this 
drug has been quite favorable, and extends 
through a number of cases. Seventeen 
cases so treated are reported by my friend 
Dr. David Webster, in the Archives of 
Ophthalmology, for April, 1884. 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. 


THE Louisville Medical Society met on 
the 4th inst. The principal features of the 
meeting were a report of five cases of ova- 
riotomy, by Prof. W. O. Roberts, and an 
able discourse upon the treatment of typhoid 
fever, by Prof. Turner Anderson. 


tOphthalmic Review, Nov. 1882. 


LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 





Miscellany. 


Mumps as A Causr oF SupDDEN DeEar- 
NESS.—Disease of the ear during the prog- 
ress of acute infectious disorders is a not 
infrequent occurrence. Especially are sup- 
purative inflammations of the middle ears 
common during the progress of scarlet 
fever, and non-suppurative inflammations 
are a frequent attendant upon the progress 
of measles. The nature and treatment of 
these ear diseases are well understood. 
But occasionally during the progress of 
mumps a sudden and complete loss of 
hearing occurs which is not so well known, 
either as to its nature or its treatment, and 
a paper on this subject from the pen of Dr. 
Leartus Connor, of Detroit, which appears 
in the October number of The American 
Journal of the Medical Sciences, is both 
timely and instructive. : 

As the result of his personal experience 
and of the Study of thirty-three recorded 
cases, Dr. Conner concludes that— 

1. Mumps in some rare cases produces 
complete deafness. 

2. This deafness is usually attended with 
all the evidences of disease of the laby- 
rinth. 

3. These show that it sometimes begins 
in the cochlea, but more frequently in the 
semicircular canals. 

4. Owing to the lack of early observa- 
tions and treatment it is impossible to say 
that it is not transmitted through the middle 
ear from the parotids to the labyrinth. 

5. The history of some of the cases would 
seem to suggest that such an origin was 
possible. 

6. This possibility renders it very impor- 
tant that every case of deafness during an 
attack of mumps be at once carefully exam- 
ined, so as to settle the question. 

7. This possibility offers the only hope 
for the successful treatment of these cases 
so as to prevent deafness.” Thus, if there 
be a middle-ear disease, we might hope 
that revulsive and counter-irritant treatment 
would arrest the disease and save the laby- 
rinth. 

8. As to treatment of the labyrinthine 
disease nothing has thus far been devised 
that has produced any satisfactory results. 


How To Give SAnronine.—Kuechen- 
meister (Revue de Science Medicale ; Weekly 
Medical Review) has shown that lumbri- 
coid worms live in a mixture of albumen, 
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santonine and water. In an oily mixture, 
of santonine they die in a few minutes. 
The drug should therefore not be adminis- 
tered in troches or powder, since under 
such surroundings it is for the most part 
absorbed by the stomach. The only rational 
preparation is an oily mixture, which is 
slowly absorbed by the intestines. Given 
with ol. ricini it destroys the worms rapidly, 
and is neither poisonous nor disagreeable 
to the patient. An emulsion of castor-oil 
would seem to be the most perfect medium 
for its effective and agreeable exhibition. 


Porassitum CHLORATE IN Burns.—The 
British Medical Journal contains an article 
by J. W. Barnum, M. D., on use of chlorate 
of potassium in the treatment of burns. 
Pieces of lint soaked in a solution (gr.v- 3j) 
are applied to the part and covered with 
oil silk. The dressing is renewed several 
times a day. 


THE PrystoLoGicaL Acrion or Diciratis. 
In the October issue of The American Jour- 
nal of the Medical Sciences Dr. Samuel 
Nickles, of Cincinnati, summarizes the pres- 
ent state of our knowledge of the physio- 
logical action of digitalis, and his paper is 
specially instructive, since the doctrines 
now universally taught regarding the ac- 
tion and uses of digitalis differ in a number 
of important points from those held two 
decades ago. Then we were taught that 
dizitatis is essentially a sedutive affecting 
strongly the nervous system, thus causing 
feeble and slow heart-action. Now the 
latest authors teach that the nervous system 
is only secondarily affected, while the heart 
is directly influenced, its action becoming 
more powerful though slower. Twenty 
years ago we were taught that digitalis is a 
diuretic directly acting upon the kidneys, 
thus producing in many diseases a greater 
secretion of urine. ‘Today we are told 
that digatilis does not act upon the kidneys 
at all, and only secondarily affects the se- 
cretion of urine by causing a change in 
the systemic circulation. In one point, there 
is universal agreement, that digitalis reck- 
lessly used may produce the most disastrous 
effects, and that these may occur quite unex- 
pectedly in consequence of cumu/ative action. 

But not only in regard to the modus oper- 
andi do present authors differ from their 
predecessors, but also as to the therapeutic 
indications. ‘Two decades ago digitalis was 
held to be indicated when the heart’s action 
is too powerful; now we are informed that 


it is useful only when the heart’s action is 
too feeble. ‘Then authors taught that digi. 
talis will control and hence favorably influ-- 
ence a hypertrophied heart, while present 
writers contend that every disease of the 
heart attended with excessive action is ag- 
gravated. It was held for a century that 
digitalis, though not eminently useful, is 
still often of great service in dropsy depen- 
dent upon organic disease of the kidneys; 
but now we hear that in disease of the kid- 
neys attended with diminished diuresis, it 
is almost always useless, and always exceed- 
ingly dangerous. 


Mepicat SCIENCE IN CHINA.—In conse- 
quence of the war in. China there is a 
demand for foreign, especially American, 
medical talent. Like most other arts and 
sciences in that strange land, medicine and 
surgery suffered an arrest of development 
centuries ago, and have since made no prog- 
ress. Only the simplest surgical opeta- 
rions are undertaken, and it is quite prob- 
abie that fn the event of a war as many 
will die from the lack of proper surgical 
skill as will fall by the bullets of the enemy. 
A few months since the writer visited the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, in 
company with a person who had spent sev- 
eral vears in China. We were much inter- 
ested in examining the collection of Chinese 
medicines, and listening to an account of 
their methods of p an occupation 
which was, to say the least, entertaining if 
not instructive. 

The medical notions of the Chinese have 
many points of resemblance with those of 
Europe in the middle ages, being a mixture 
of truths derived from experience with 
many absurd speculations and superstitions. 
Like our modern refined disciples of Hah 
nemann, the Chinese physician believes in 
the specific action of drugs, and employs 
remedies which rival, in nastiness, the 
homeopathic tinctures of bed-lvugs, pediculus 
capitis, and psorinum syphiliticum. The 
Pen tsan-kong-mu, which corresponds, in a 
measure, to our National Dispeusatory, was 
published in the sixteenth century, and is 
still the standard authority. It contains a 
list of about 1.900 crude drugs. ‘These 
drugs are seldom given singly, but are 
combined in complicated formule which 
surpass in length those of the celebrated 
Dr. Brown-Sequard. The Chinese Dispen- 
satory contains over 12,coo of these for- 
mulz, so that there is, at least, an ample 
field for selection. 
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Only the rudest chemical knowledge 


is apparent. Inorganic substances, when 
used, are in their native mineral state, and 
the general form for administering all drugs 
is in powder or docoction. In the selection 
of remedies, there are many illustrations of 
the medieval doctrine of signatures, that 
nature has indicated by certain peculiarities 
of form, color, or otherwise, the proper use 
of a drug. Ginseng root is most highly 
prized, as it presents a rude resemblance to 
to the human form. Marvelous invigora- 
ting properties are attributed to it. It is 
given to the sick as a restorative, to the 
well as a preventive ; in fact, it is the Chi- 
nese quinine. As further illustrations of 
this law of signatures, we may mention the 
use of red coral to arrest hemorrhage, 
hedgehog skin for cutaneous diseases, and 
tigers’ blood as a remedy for timidity and 
debility. The consumption of drugs is 
enormous; many medicines are habitually 
taken by those in perfect health in the be- 
lief that they prolong life and prevent dis- 
ease. 

Some of their remedies are really effica- 
cious. Aconite is used to reduce fever, but 
only after some method of preparation has 
been employed to remove its poisonous 
properties. Ginger is used as a stomachic 
tonic and for headaches. Musk and cam- 
phor are favorme remedies; these are given 
combined, in the form of a bolus about half 
an inch in diameter, and are excellent ner- 
vous stimulants for those who have gullets 
sufficiently large to swallow them. Japon 
ica root, resembling in its action squill, 
is used as a diuretic and expectorant. Fowls’ 
gizzards are given for dyspepsia, it is said, 
with excellent results, while red rose leaves 
are regarded as a specific for asthma. 

The tonics used by the Chinese wiil in- 
terest us only on account of their absurdity. 
Among them may be mentioned the gall- 
stones found in the gall-bladders of cattle; 
a variety of glues made out of asses’ hide, 
cowhide, and deer-horns; tigers’ blood and 
bones, dried toads, and dried human pla- 
centa. Among other curious remedies may 
be mentioned, caterpillars, for bronchitis; 
snake-skin, dried and powdered, for cutan- 
eous diseases, especially leprosy; cuttle- 
fish, for cancer; oyster-shell, for deafness, 
and maggots for the delirium of fever.— 
Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 


A ScANDAL IN BERLIN UNIVERSITY — 
Every one familiar with science has heard 
the name of Du Bois Reymond, and no- 
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body knows Dr. Schweninger. This sen- 
tence probably contains the pith and marrow 
of the pretty little scandal that is going the 
round of the German press. Dr. Schwen- 
inger enjoys the proud distinction of having 
reduced the corpulence of the Chancellor 
of Germany ; for this merit he was made an 
Extraordinary Professor in the University 
of Berlin, where Du Bois Reymond has 
long lived in fame. ‘The honor done to 
the reducer of the Chancellor’s growing 
obesity did not greatly please the redu- 
cer’s new colleagues. It appears that Dr. 
Schweninger left cards the other day at the 
residence of the Rector Magnificus, who 
showed his sense of the compliment thus 
paid him by returning them to their owner, 
A challenge was the result. Du_ Bois 
Reymond does not fight, and told his 
would-be opponent so. And thus a wel- 
come subject for tattle has been furnished 
to the gossips by those who sit in academic 
furs and purple.—AZed. and Surg. Reporter. 


Joun Netren Rapciirre.—In comment- 
ing upon the death of this distinguished san- 
itarian, the London Practitioner says: At 
the time when Europe is again threatened 
by the epidemic of cholera, which has al- 
ready attacked its southern shores, there 
has passed away from among us a man 
who has contributed more than any other to 
our knowledge of the mode of propagation 
of this dread disease. While attached to 
the Turkish army during the Crimean War, 
Mr. Netten Radcliffe had his attention di- 
rected to questions of public health, and 
the knowledge he then gained of Eastern 
countries and Eastern habits stood him in 
good stead in after life. After his return to 
London, the attention of the British Gov- 
ernment having been attracted by the out- 
break of cholera prevailing in Europe in 
1865, Mr. Netten Radcliffe was selected to 
draw up an official report regarding its 
origin and diffusion. When cholera broke 
out in the east of London in 1866, he was 
employed to investigate into its causes, and 
his success in tracing the outbreak to the 
distribution of infected water from certain 
reservoirs was probably not only the most 
important work of his life, but one of the 
most valuable observations ever made, or 
likely to be made, regarding the spread of 
the disease. Shortly after this report Mr. 
Radcliffe was permanently employed by 
the Privy Council Office as medical inspec- 
tor; and when the Local Government Board 
was formed he was appointed an assistant 
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medical officer. In this capacity he con- 
tinued to work at epidemiology, and his 
inquiries into the relations of erysipelas and 
pyemia to faulty hospital construction and 
management, into the spread of typhoid 
fever by milk, and into the means of pre- 
venting excrement nuisances in towns and 
villages, have all been of greatest utility, 
while the report he issued in 1881 on the 
Levantine plague wa’s specially important to 
commerce, as it exposed the fallacies of 
quarantine regulations. 





ALAS FOR SCHWENINGER!—Much com- 
ment has been recently made by the various 
European and American medical journals 
upon the appointment of Dr. Schweninger, 
Bismarck’s physician, to a chair in the Uni- 
versity of Berlin. It would seem that the 
prince did not condescend to consult with 
the learned professors as to the fitness of 
his favorite for the place in the matter of 
scholarship or those personal qualities which 
would be likely to make him agreeable to 
the members of this exalted coterie. 

As a consequence of this neglect on the 
part of the prince, his’ family doctor has 
been snubbed by the faculty, and made the 
subject of some very pointed unfriendly 
criticism by the medical press. 

A correspondent of the British Medical 
Journal of November 8th says that upon his 
assuming the Directorship of the Section 
for Skin Diseases at the Royal Charité, the 
Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift stabs him 
with the following pointed paragraph: 

“ Dermatology in recent years, thanks to 
the exertions of a series of notable special- 
ists, has been formed into a much more 
extensive branch of medicine as regards 
scope and depth in comparison with former 
times, and for its treatment an extensive 
practical experience is, perhaps, more neces- 
sary than for any other branch. It is pre- 
cisely in this branch that technical dexterity 
is necessary, which can only be acquired 
after long training in the clinics. He who 
is made the representative of this branch at 
a short notice without this training begins 
to practice at the expense of the patient, 
the students, and—the good reputation of 
the University.” 

This is certainly very sharp, but, after all, 
it can hardly be said to be just, for whatever 
may be the ignorance of the new professor 
in dermatology, his ability to talk German 
will certainly soon enable him to master the 
technology of skin diseases, and there is no 
reason why he should not in a short time 
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become quite as skillful in writing prescrip. 
tions for arsenic, and in daubing sulphur 


“ointment over the sorry skins of paupers, as 


any of the learned dermatological magnates 
of his land. 


PECULIAR RESULTS OF BEE-StTINGS.—In 
the Cincinnati Medical News for October, 
1884, Dr. E. A. Cobleigh, of Athens, Tenn., 
calls attention to some peculiar phenomena 
that resulted from the sting of a bee in the 
case of his own children. In one case, a 
sting on the thumb was followed by exten- 
sive urticaria on one side of the face, neck, 
and shoulder; while in a second case, a 
sting on the ball of the great toe of the right 


Soot was followed in a few minutes by an 


edema of the (ft side of the face, which per- 
sisted for twelve hours or more, and then 
gradually disappeared. Death from a bee- 
sting is an occasional result. 


Evastic LiIGATURE FOR UMBILICAL Corp. 
Dr. James Craig (Medical and Surgical Re- 
porter) details an original method of ligat- 
ing the umbilicial cord by a small band of 
india-rubber, such as the stationers sell for 
holding papers together. He passes it four 
times around the index and middle fingers 
of the left hand, he then seizes the cord 
(elastic) with the index finger of the right 
hand, stretching it with the index fingers of 
both hands, and slipping the funis through, 
withdraws the fingers and allows it to con- 
tract upon the cord. 

Dr. Craig claims to have been using this 
supposed novel device for twenty years. 


Oi, OF GAULTHERIA, THE NEW SPECIFIC 
FOR RueEuMatisM.—In the New York 
Medical Journal for November 8th, Dr. 
H. H. Seelye reports one hundred and 
eighteen cases of acute rheumatism treated 
with this drug. It seemed to have more 
effect in acute articular rheumatism than in 
the other forms. Heart complications were 
not more frequent than with other remedies. 
From ten to twenty minims may be given in 
emulsion with glycerine and water, or it 
may be given in capsules. 


Dr. Moncorvo, in the Lancet, recom- 
mends resorcin in one per cent solution, in 
water, applied locally to mucous membrane 
of the larnyx to allay spasmodic attacks 
during whooping cough. He also claims 
that it lessens the duration of the disease. 
It should be applied with a brush several 
times during the day. 

















HomeopaTHic Cure FOR CHOLERA.—A 
Dr. Herring has established the fact that a 
half dram of the flowers of sulphur worn 
in the foot of each stocking is a sure pre- 
ventive of this disease, and that one clad 
as it were in this sanitary armor my walk 
unscathed through the very hor-beds of the 


disease. Any lingering doubts as to the 
efficacy of this method are dispelled by the 
fact that while the doctor, who lives some- 
where in England, has not had for the last 
six months a single death from cholera in 
his practice—a large number of the Egyp- 
tians, who, unfortunately, had no stockings 
and were therefore unable to apply the 
remedy, succumbed to the disease in large 
numbers. If the doctor could succeed in 
making this remedy of more general utility, 
we believe it would prove a great boon to 
mankind, but, as it is, a very large propor- 
tion of the inhabitants of those countries 
which keep cholera germs under constant 
cultivation are practicaliy unable to take 
advantage of this remedy. 

Homeopathy is becoming one of the 
monuments of our civilization. Like the 
pyramid or sphynx, there seems to be no 
good reason for its existence, except as a 
diversion for great minds and a religion 
for weak ones. Dr. Holmes has cruelly 
said that it furnishes immense returns of 
fiction for small investments of fact; yet 
one who succeeds in keeping abreast with 
the great discoveries, of which the above is 
a fair sample, can not but feel that perhaps, 
after all, the Professor was wrong—that he 
stated the case “00 mildly.— Mew England 
Medical Monthly. 


In “definitions of the height of mean- 
ness,” our contemporary 7ruéh gives some 
funny illustrations, as “ getting advice and 
medicine gratis from a friendly doctor and 
asking him to buy back his own bottles,” 
“to recover from a dangerous illness and 
fail to pay-the doctor’s bill,” “a lady, after 
being attended and physicked gratuitously 
by a medical man, because her husband 
was a clergyman, sent the doctor’s own 
bottles back to his surgery to be sold.”— 
Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Dr. Paut Grawirz, assistant to Prof. 
Virchow, of Berlin, has been appointed 
Professor of Pathological Anatomy and 
Director of the Laboratories of Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College, to succeed Dr. 
Wm. H. Welsh, who has accepted a chair 
in Johns-Hopkins University. 
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A Formuta For Nervous HEADACHE.— 
Dr. A. L. Hodgdon, of Farmwell, Va., rec- 
ommends the following recipe for nervous 
headache : 


f& Alcohol dilut.,. .. . 1 0 9 Baws 
Olei cinnamom.,. ..... .Miv; 
Potass. bromid., pee le ae RS 
Extr. hyoscyam.fl.,. . .. . . iss. 


Fiat lutio. S. One to two teaspoonfuls, as re- 
quired. 

Dr. Hodgdon has used this combination 
with universal success. It is not disagreea- 
ble to take, and has no bad effects.— Mary- 
land Medical Journal. 


SIMPLE MEANS OF OBTAINING LocaL AN- 
ESTHESIA.—Dr. Cheize writes that, wishing 
to remove an ingrowing toe-nail, and being 
without a spray-producer, he covered the 
toe with a pledget the size of a crown piece, 
poured ether on it and evaporated this by 
means of a pair of bellows; in five minutes 
anesthesia was complete and lasted while 
the nail was removed and the matrix seared 
with the a€tval cautery.— Glasgow Medical 
Journal. 


M. Drery, of Lyons, as quoted in the 
Lancet, states as the result of a series of 
experiments with kairine, that it can be 
given in doses of from six to eight grams, 
especially in meningitis, acute rheumatism, 
and typhoid fever; that it is an efficient 
antipyretic, even when quinine fails; that 
it acts “ by lowering the activity of the tis- 
sue changes;” and that ill effects from its 
use are rare. 


Docror (who has been sent for at 2 A. 
M.): ‘* Madame, pray send at once for the 
clergyman, and, if you want to make yeur 
will, for the lawyer.” Madame (horrified) : 
“Good gracious! Is it so dangerous, doc- 
tor?’ Doctor: ‘*Not a bit of it; but I 
don’t want to be the only fool who has been 
disturbed in his sleep for nothing.” —JA/ed. 
and Surg. Reporter. 

[A good joke and very fit as applied to 
the physician and clergyman; but who 
ever heard of a Jawyer’s suffering himself to 
be disturbed at any time for nothing ? | 


THe death of Dr. Fauvel, the great 
French laryngologist, is said to have taken 
place in Paris on November 6th. 


Ir is stated that syrup of gooseberry will 
completely disguise the taste of iodide of 
potassium. 
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BILLROTH ON THE ANTISEPTIOS, 





From the Medical Press of Noyember 
19th we learn that Prof. Billroth, in the 
course of a lecture recently delivered at 
the Surgical Clinic of Vienna, made some 
very significant comments upon the vexed 
question of antiseptics. Since the intro- 
duction of iodoform into his practice, he 
has used for wounds the following dressing : 
first, iodoform gauze is laid upon the wound, 
then carbolized gauze, upon this is put the 
water-proof material, and lastly a calico 
bandage is applied in the usual manner. 
Carbolized gauze, as prepared with paraffine 
and colophonium, had proved very irritating 
to the skin, frequently producing an arti- 
ficial eczema more difficult to cure than 
the wound itself. The substitution of gly- 
cerine for the paraffine as a vehicle for the 
acid obviates this difficulty. 

The professor commented favorably upon 
such substances as turf-mold, wood-moss, 
and wood-wool, which are cheap, easy of 
application, and have the property of soak- 
ing up any discharge from the wound. If 
fresh bags of wood-wool be placed upon 
those which have been thus soaked through, 
a water-proof layer will be found superfluous. 

Unlike Sir Joseph Lister, who places 
iodoform among the inferior antiseptics, he 
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holds that this drug is powerful in this re. 
spect, and said that in its presence no sepsis 
will take place, even if decomposing mate- 
rial be near. 


In regard to fluids for irrigating wounds, 
it had been his constant endeavor to em- 
ploy such as even in weak solutions would 
most effectually kill germs, or at least pre- 
vent their development. 

He referred to the prominence given to 
corrosive sublimate by Koch, and, after 
commenting upon this observer's method of 
testing antiseptics, said that these investiga- 
tions had raised expectations in regard to 
the sublimate which results did not justify. 
He looks upon it as a dangerous drug, of 
doubtful antiseptic power as now employed. 
For, although a 1-1,c00 solution might 
be capable of arresting the development 
of bacteria, the greater part of the subli- 
mate in so dilute a solution would, when 
applied to the wound, be changed into an 
albuminate of mercury, which is of doubt- 
ful action. He believes that there is 
great danger of poisoning from the use of 
this drug, not only to the patient, but to 
the operator as well, whose hands are fre- 
quently bathed in the mercurial solution. 
“On account of the cumulative action of 
the salt, the sublimate solution can not be 
used for the disinfection of sponges.” 

Billroth still holds to carbolic acid as the 
antiseptic fluid which in his hands seems most 
However, he has abandoned 
the stronger solutions, and now uses it only 


serviceable. 
in the strength of 24 per cent. He has re- 
cently heard of some eighty successful ova- 
riotomies, done by certain English surgeons, 
who employed nothing but clean water for 
the irrigition of the wounds. ‘Taking note 
of this fact, he announces that he shall soon 
try a one-per-cent solution, which, if favor- 
able results are obtained, shall be reduced 
to half per cent, and so hopes to become a 
plain cold water man at last. 

The conclusions of the great continental 
surgeon may be summed up as follows: 

1. lodoform is the safest and most effect- 
ive of all manageable antiseptics. 
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2. Moss, wood-wool, and turf-mould [oak- 
um should be included] are useful when 
there are discharges from the wound. 

3. Corrosive sublimate in dilute solu- 
tion is practically inert as an antiseptic to 
wounds, and renders the patient and sur- 
geon alike liable to mercurial poisoning. 

4. Carbolic acid, which is known to be 
dangerous in strong solutions, is, in very weak 
ones, as good for wound-irrigation as clean 
water, but probably no better. 

This, barring the iodoform, which is not 
applicable in all cases, looks much like a 
return to cleanliness and pre-antiseptic sur- 
gery. 

Of course, Billroth had not at this time 
heard of Sir Joseph Lister’s recent discovery 
of the sero-sublimate; but since this, by in- 
firing the prompt absorption of the mer- 
cury, will probably render it all the more 
dangerous to the surgeon and nurses, and 
possibly fatal alike to the patient and his 
microbes, the situation is one from which 
Sir Joseph and his disciples can draw but 
little consolation. Fortune seems just now 
to be smiling upon the wily bacterium, and it 
is not out of the range of possibility that he 
may yet get the laugh upon his*germicidal 
foes. 


Bibliogvaphy, 


Medical Rhymes. Selected and compiled by 
Huco EricHsex, M.1). With an introduc. 
tion by Professor WILLIS P. Kinc, V.D. Ilus- 
trated. St. Louis and Chicago: J. H. Cham- 
bers & Co. 1884. 

Medical men have ever been prominent 
in literary work which does not savor of the 
shop. In attestation of this statement. we 
need but mention a few of many names 
dear to every lover of English literature: 
Sir Thomas Browne, Erasmus Darwin, Aik- 
enside, Goldsmith, Keats, the author of 
Rab and His Friends, our own beloved 
Holmes, Hammond, and perhaps the “ learn- 
ed Dr. Gulliver.” 

But the book under notice deals in the 
main with a class of writers whose aim is 
quite wide of that taken by the majority of 
the eminent names above mentioned. The 
authors here represented are not such as have 
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made literature a profession, after trying and 
abandoning medicine, but real live, hard- 
working doctors who, possessing, talents for 
literary work, have now and then stolen an 
hour from time devoted to practice and 
study for the penning of rhymes upon med- 
ical themes, grave or gay, pathetic or funny, 
for the amusement of themselves and a small 
circle of friends. Some of these pieces, how- 
ever, are classic, and taken from well-known 
authors, medical and non-medical. 

The medica! journals have been the con- 
servators of this kind of literature, and it is 
from this source that the author has drawn 
the rich store which he now lays before the 
world, in a permanent form. 

Many of these rhymes are pointed, 
bright, and witty, while some of them are 
written with a grace of diction and depth 
of feeling which bespeak the true poet. 

The book taken as a whole is very credi- 
table to its authors and editor, who is also a 
poet- It deserves a large sale. 

If the compiler will pardon us we will 
embrace this opportunity to air a slight 
grievance which this journal has suffered at 
his hands. The News sent him at his re- 
quest all its numbers, up to the date of the 
compilation, which contained verses of any 
kind, with a memorandum giving the names 
of the authors of such as were written ex- 
pressly for this journal. Fancy, then, the 
dismay of the editor on finding three selected 
rhymes only attributedtothe MepicaL News, 
while the only original ones used by the 
author are credited, one to the Medical 
Bulletin and the other to that prolific and 
very uneven miscellaneous author who 
signs himself Anon, 

The first effusion mentioned, is entitled 
the Larynx Tree, an inimitable and mirth- 
provoking travesty on the modern romantic 
poetry, by Dr. W. H. Galt, one of the 
founders of this journal. The second, whose 
title modesty forbids us to name, was ground 
out by the present editor in the early days 
of his student life. 

We are ready to forgive the compiler for 
losing our memorandum, and so missing 
the names appended to the pieces above 
mentioned, but see no excuse for his failing 
to credit this journal with verses which he 
must have cut from the full numbers which 
we sent him; and we trust that in some 
future edition he will see to it that “ Czesar 
has rendered unto him the things that be 
Ceesar’s,”’ and that our homely sprigs of 
back-garden laurel may no longer be suf- 
fered to mar the symmetry of the hallowed 
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bays of our graceful Philadelphia contem- 
porary or disgrace the immortal crown of 
the god-like Anon. 


The Physician’s Visiting List (Lindsay & Blak- 
iston) for 1885. Thirty-fourth year of its pub- 
lication. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 
(Successors to Lindsay & Biakiston), 1012 Wal- 
nut Street. Sold by all booksellers and drug- 
gists. 
This old favor'te with the profession, in its 

neat new dress of improved quality, comes 
to remind us that the accounts of the old 
year must soon be closed, and that a goodly 
store of unwritten leaves must be provided 
for (we trust) the better record of the 
new year. 

Ever since the establishment of this jour- 
nal (which, as compared with this, is but an 
infant), not a year has passed that the editor 
has not had something to say in praise of 
this most excellent visiting list. We can at 
this time think of nothing new to write, and 
shall therefore extricate ourselves from the 
difficulty by assuring our friends that the 
edition for 1885 retains all the good points 
of those of former years, with such addi- 
tions as were necessary to accommodate it 
to the needs of a profession which stands 
as the exponent of a steadily progressive 
science. We append a description of the 
various sizes in which it is issued, and a 
list of the prices: 


SIZES AND 
For 25 Patients weekly, . . Tucks, pockets, etc , $1.00 
50 ‘s “ “ “ : ae 
75 “ee oe 
1co e “e 
{ Jan, to June) 
i July to Dec. § 
f{ Jan. to June) 
( July to Dec. j 


PRICES. 


50 > 2 Vols, 
2 Vols. 


INTERLEAVED EDITION, 
For 25 Patients weekly, . . Interleaved, tucks, etc., 1.2 
50 “ “ “ “ 


50 { Jan. to June) 


LJuly to Dec. § 3 

A perpetual edition, without dates, which 
can be commenced at any time and used 
until full, is furnished similar in style, con- 
tents, and arrangements to the above, size of 
twenty-five patients, interleaved, $1.25. 


“ “ 


2 Vols. 


The Medical Record Visiting List, or Physi- 
cians’ Diary for 1885. New York: William 
Wood & Co. 

This list is a marvel of convenience, and 
in style and beauty of finish is unsurpassed 
by any in the market. 

The physician who pays tribute to the 
esthetic taste of his admirers in fine buggies, 
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blooded horses, and elegant clothing will 
find this visiting list necessary to the com. 
pletion of his equipage. The table of con. 
tents and prices are here given: Preface: 
Contents; ‘The Metric System ; Thermome- 
tric Scales; Table of Signs; Almanac: 
Table for Estimating the Probable Duration 
of Pregnancy; Approximate Equivalents of 
Small Weights; Doses of Drugs used for 
Subcutaneous Injection ; Doses of Common 
and Rare Drugs; Drugs Suited for Atomi- 
zation, Inhalation, Doses, ete.; Disinfect- 
ants; The Urine; Amount, Color, Odor, 
Chemical Analysis; Poisons and their Anti- 
dotes; Emergencies; Facts; Lister’s Anti- 
septic Solution; Treatment of Asphyxia 
from Various Causes; Visiting List with 
Special Memoranda ; Consultation Practice; 
Obstetric Engagements; Record of Obstet- 
rical Practice; Record of Vaccination; 
Register of Deaths; Nurses’ Addresses; 
Addresses of Patients and others: Cash 
Account. Prices: For sixty patients a 
week, handsome red or black seal skin bind- 
ing, wallet stvle, silk paper and calf lining, 
with or without dates, $1.50; for thirty 
patients a week, same style, with or without 
dates, $1.25. 


The Nationa] Dispensatory: Containing the 
Natural History, Chemistry, Pharmacy, Action- 
and Uses of Medicines, including those recog- 
nized in tke Pharmacopeias of the Un:ted States, 
Great Britain, and Germany, with numerous 
references to the French Codex. By ALFRED 
STiLLé, M.D., LL.D, and Joun MAtscu, Phar. 
D. Third edition, thoroughly revised, with 
numerous additions, with 311 illustrations. Phil- 
adelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co, 1884. 
This magnificent work is now too well 

known to require at our hands an extended 

notice. In five years it has run through 

two large editions, and has become a 

necessity to the physician and pharmacist 

alike. 

In its pages may be found the fruits of 
the rare scholarship and ripe experience of 
the oldest and most eminent of American 
therapeutists, and the studies and researches 
of a practical pharmacist whose work has 
placed him at the head of his profession. 

In the new edition the plan of the work 
remains unchanged, but numerous additions 
and improvements may be noted. For in- 
stance, the well-known concession to tne 
metric system, introduced by the U. S. Phar- 
macopeia, which led the author in former 
editions to state all the ingredients of form- 
ulas in parts per hundred by weight, while 
retained in this, is in each instance followed 
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by a translation, in brackets, of the quanti- 
ties into definite English weights. This 
will prove a source of comfort to all who 
are accustomed to the old system, and, 
while lessening materially the danger of 
mistakes, will enhance the popularity of the 
work. . 

The work will also be found to contain a 
very considerable number of extra pharma- 
copeial medicines, in which it does full 
justice to such new remedies as have been 
found ‘worthy of professional regard. 

The number of illustrations, which are 
exceptionally elegant, has here been much 
increased over those of former editions. 

The rich fruitage of recent clinical expe- 
rience as to the efficacy of certain drugs is 
garnered here, and the therapeutical worth 
of every medicine which may justly lay 
claim to the name is briefly presented in 
terms which are in keeping with the wise 
éonservatism of the senior author, and in 
language befitting the dignity of a great 
work. Another and most important feature 
of the present edition is that it incorporates 
into its subject-matter the essentials of all 
the great pharmacopeias of the civilized 
world. 

Comprehensive in scope, vast in design, 
and splendid in execution, the National 
Dispensatory may be justly regarded as the 
most important work of its kind extant, and 
an achievement of which the two great pro- 
fessions of medicine and pharmacy may 
well be proud. 


Transactions of the Michigan State Medical 
Society (Nineteenth Annual Meeting). For the 
year 1884; No. iv, Vol. viii. Lansing: W. S. 
George & Co. 


This volume contains the minutes of the 
meeting held at Grand Rapids June 11 and 
12, 1884, also a list of the papers read at 
that meeting. Some of the papers are of 
much interest. One on the Rights of Med- 
ical Experts, by Dr. S. P. Duffield, is oppor- 
tune, and discusses the subject from a 
noteworthy standpoint. Prof. A. B. Palmer 
furnishes a paper on Statistics of the Medi- 
cal Practitioners in the State of Michigan. 
The Transactions are equal in scientific 
worth to those of former vears, and bear 
abundant testimony to the learning and 
industry of the profession in Michigan. 

The President for the present year is Dr. 
Donald McLean, of Detroit. Dr. George 
E. Ranney, Lansing, is Secretary. 
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* The Treatment of Uterine Displacements. By 


W. Eccertr, M.D. Second edition. Illustrated. 


Chicago: Duncan Brothers. 1884. 

It is not often the good fortune of the 
“ allopathic” critic to read a real classical 
work on homeopathy, but we think we have 
at last found one. The book contains only 
one hundred and thirty-five small pages. 
The first thirty-five are devoted to in- 
introduction, of which ten pages contain a 
quotation. The next chapter, on Diagnosis, 
is thirteen pages long and is one continu- 
ous quotation from another homeopathic 
brother. Then come forty-four heavy pages 
on Homeopathic Therapeutics. The author 
claims that all uterine displacements are 
curable by internal medication alone. All 
the remedies are given in the two-hundredth 
potency. Among the more powerful ones 
are tarantula (dead), zinc (metallic), sulphur, 
and chloride of sodium (two-hundredth po- 
tency). After this armamentarium comes 
the Clinical Index, or medical practice in a 
beechnut-shell, mu/tum in hahnemanna. 

Read the following excerpts, taken from 
under the different headings, Displacements, 
Mind and Disposition, Head, Eyes, Ears, 
Nose, Appetite, etc: Anteversion—calcium 
phosph. tarantula; retroversion—Esculap., 
cimicifuga ; anteflexion—gelsemium ; absent- 
mindedness —nux moschata ; aversion to 
work—agaric; doubts about her salvation— 
lycopodium; jealousy—lachesis; lovely dis- 
position — Ignat., pulsatilla ; mild, bashful, 
vielding disposition — pulsatilla; nervous, 
can’t bear music—chloride sodium; can’t 
stand pain—arnica; pride—platina; tired 
of life—rhus. tox.; pain, as if the head would 
fly to pieces—mercury ; pain felt even dur- 
ing sleep—chamomile; vertigo on going up 
stairs—cale. c.; canine hunger — Ignatia ; 
empty feeling at pit of stomach, especially 
at noon —sepia; vomiting and pain from 
pessaries—nux moschata; bloated wind of 
stomach—argent. nitr.; affection of ovaries 
—china; varices, with fidgety of feet—zinc ; 
disturbed sleep, dreams of robbers—sod. 
chloride. 

After this flight of scientific medicine the 
appendix is pasted on. The writer of the 
book states here that he is not to be held 
responsible for the views expressed in this 
appendix, which consists of about fifteen 
pages of quotations, including a few lines 
from Goodell and Campbell, of Georgia, on 
the mechanical treatment of displacements. 

The printer and binder have done their 
part of the work in a creditable manner. 


L. S. O. 
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Courier-Review Call Book: A Physician’s Pock- 
et Reference Book and Visiting List. Arranged 
and prepared by E. M. Ne.son, M. D., Ph. D., 
Editor St. Louis Courier of Medicine, etc. St. 
Louis: J. H. Chambers & Co. 

This is a physician’s visiting list framed 
with special reference to the wants of the 
practitioner. Hints as to diet, disinfection, 
examination of urine, poisons and their an- 
tidotes are concisely and systematically ar- 
ranged. A table, giving mode of invasion, 
symptoms, character of eruption, and range 
of temperature, eruptive in fevers, will be 
found of value. The work will well serve 
the purposes for which it is designed. 


Treatment of the Insane. By Oxpurus Everts, 
M. D., Medical Superintendent of the Cincin- 
nati Sanitarium. From the American Journal 
of Insanity for October, 1884. 

This is a concise and well written report 
of one of the best-managed institutions in 
the country. In the percentage of recover- 
ies, which its statistics show, may be found 
a powerful plea for the treatment of the 
insane in institutions of this kind, which, 
in addition to the most skillful medical treat- 
ment, secure to the inmates all the comforts 
of an affluent home. The Sanitarium has 
deservedly the confidence of the medical 
profession in this section of the country. 


Memorandum of Dr. Edward Borck’s 
Contributions toward Medical and Surgical 
Literature up to date. St. Louis, Mo. 1884. 


The Plaster-of-Paris Dressing in the Treat- 
ment of Fractures. By W. O. Daniel, Bul- 
lards, Ga. Reprint from the Transactions of 
the Medical Association, Georgia. Jas. P. 
Harrison & Co., State Printers, Atlanta, 
Ga. 


Lectures on Diseases of the Rectum. 
Delivered at the Medical Department of the 
University of the City of New York. By 
G. Williston Wright, M. D., Professor of 
Surgery. New York: Bermingham & Co., 
28 Union Square. 

One Aspect of the Subject of Medical 
Examination, as set forth in the work of 
the North Carolina Board of Medical Ex- 
aminers. Presented by the North Carolina 
Board of Health. Thomas F. Wood, M.D., 
Secretary, Wilmington, N. C. 1884. 


Medical Diagnosis: a Manual of Clini- 
cal Methods. By J. Graham Brown, M.D., 
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians 
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* of Edinburgh; Late Senior President of the 


Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh. Sec. 
ond edition, illustrated. East New York: 
Bermingham & Co., 28 Union Square. 1884, 


. . . ———— 

Doctrines of the Circulation: A History 
of Physiological Opinion and Discovery in 
Regard t» the Circulation of the Blood. By 
J. C. Dalton, M. D., Professor Emeritus 
of Physiology, College of Physicans and 
Surgeons, New York. President of the 
College. Philadelphia: Henry C. Leas Son 
& Co. 1884. 

A Manual of Dermatology. By A. R. 
Robinson, M.B., L. R. C. P. and S., Edin- 
burg ; Professor of Dermatology at the New 
York Polyclinic; Professor of Histology 
and Pathological Anatomy at the Woman’s 
Medical College of the New York Infirmary ; 
Fellow of the New York Academy of Medi- 
cine,etc. New York: Bermingham & Co., 
28 Union Square. 1884. 

Diseases of the Nose. By Clinton Wag- 
ner, M. D., Professor of the Diseases of 
the Nose and Throat in the New York Post- 
Graduate Medical School; Senior Surgeon 
Metropolitan Throat Hospital ; Fellow of 
the American Laryngological Association; 
Late Surgeon and Brevet Lieutenant-Colb- 
nel United States Army, ete. With illus- 
trations of instruments and pathological 
conditions. New York: Bermingham & 
Co., 28 Union Square. 1884. 


The Elements of Physiological Physics: 
An Outline of the Elementary Facts, Princi- 
ples, and Methods of Physics, and their Ap- 
plications to Physiology. By J. M’Gregor- 
Robertson, M. A., M. B., C. M. Muirhead 
Demonstrator of Physiology and Assistant 
to the Professor of Physiology in the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow. Illustrated with two 
hundred and nineteen enravings on wood. 
Philadelphia Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co, 
1884. 


The Book-Worm: A unique and very 
readable little monthly magazine, con- 
taining for the year over three hundred 
pages and many fine pictures., Each num- 
ber contains attractive selections from some 
noted book. The last presents Prescott’s 
famous chapter on the “Spanish Inquisi- 
tion.” Aspecimen copy of the Book-Worm 


will be sent free to any address. John B.° 


Alden, publisher, 393 Pearl Street, New 
York. Price per annum, 25 cents. 


Jequirity : its uses in Diseases of the Skin. 
By John V. Shoemaker, A. M., M. D., Lec- 
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wrerer on Dermatology at Jefferson Medi- 
cal College, and Instructor ot Dermatology 
in the Post-Graduate course of that Institu- 
tion; Physician to the Phil:delphia Hospital 
for Diseases of the Skin, etc. Extracted 
from the Transactions of the Medical So- 
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The Science and Art of Surgery: A 
Treatise on Surgical Injuries, Diseases, and 
Operations. By John Eric Erichsen, F. 
R.S., LL. D., F. R.C.S., Surgeon Extraor- 
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College Hospital, ete. With nine hundred 
and eighty-four engravings on wood. Vol. 
1. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & 
Co. 1884. 
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Correspondence. 


- COCAINE HYDROCHLORATE. 


Editor Loutsvtile Medical News : 

The use of the hydrochlorate of cocaine 
as an anesthetic in ophthalmic surgery has 
become quite extensive, and with very few 
adverse criticisms. Our medical journals 
are full of reports of cases showing its an- 
esthetic properties. Some writers have called 
attention to the blanched condition of the 
conjunctiva which appears at the time 
when the anesthetic is most active. This 
condition, it is feared, will interfere with 
its usefulness in operations that involve 
extensive incisions into the cornea, and 
where all the reparative powers possible 
are required to bring about union by first 
intention. Its use in nasal surgery, although 


limited, has also been quite favorable. The , 


following case will show its power as a con- 
tractor of the hypertrophied tissue over the 
turbinated bones, as well as its action as an 
anesthetic : 

Mr. N. consulted me for nasal catarrh of 
several years’ duration, On examination, I 
found a swelling of the tissues over the in- 
ferior turbinated bone, extending from its 
anterior to its posterior extremity, also a 
deviation of the septum to left side, thus 
almost entirely occluding the left nostril. I 
applied a two-per-cent solution of the 
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cocaine hydrochlorate by means of absor- 
bent cotton on a probe, the parts being first 
wiped dry. In ten minutes I noticed that 
the projection from the turbinated bone was 
much reduced in size, and of a paler color. 
A second application was made, and in ten 
minutes the enlarged tissue was reduced 
one half its original stze, and completely 
anesthetic. The caliber of the nostril was 
so much increased that I could easily apply 
chromic acid fused on a probe to the turbi- 
nated cavernous tissure without coming in 
contact with the septum, thus diminishing 
the liability to cauterize both surfaces and 
the subsequent danger of adhesions between 
them. ‘The application caused no pain 
whatever. ‘ 

Since making a note of the power of the 
cocaine, as above stated, my attention has 
been called to am article in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association stating 
that similar phenomena had been observed 
by Dr. Ingalls, of Chicago. 

Yours truly, J. M. Ray. 


- 


Selections. 


THE BaciL__us or CHo_era Nostrras.— 
Prof. Finkler, of Bonn, read a paper on this 
subject before the Society of German Nat- 
uralists and Physicians, at its recent meet- 
ing in Magdeburg. (Il iencr med. Presse.) 

The first part of this paper was a recapit- 
ulation of the paper, by himself and Prof. 
Prior, which appeared in the Deutsche medt- 
cinische Wochenschrift, of September 4th, a 
translation of which is to be found in The 
Medical News. 

In the researches on cholera notras they 
have found a bacillus which is precisely 
similar to that described by Koch as occur- 
ring in cases of Asiatic cholera. ‘The pe- 
riod, in cholera nostras during which nothing 
but comma-bacilli are found in the cultures 
is very short; it is between twenty four and 
forty eight hours after the commencement 
of the culture process that a pure culture is 
found. The culture materials were the same 
as those employed by Koch; linen, alkaline 
pieces of meat, milk, po atoes, and gelatine. 
The same coloring materials were also used. 

Koch has already mentioned the presence 
of certain spirilli among the bacilli; these 
were also found among the baccilli of chol- 
era nostras. ‘There were also other spirilli 
which occurred as long thick threads, and 
seemed to stand in a certain relation to the 
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bacilli. At a certain period they were very 
numerous in the cultures, formed a club- 
shaped swelling, and from the swelling 
small comma-bacilli fell out in great num- 
bers. Ata later period nothing more was 
Seen of the club-shaped growth. One may 
also see something like single comma-bacilli 
attached to these spirilli. Then, too, there 
are forms similar to the spores of the eyrispe- 
las-cocci. 

To draw a conclusion from his researches, 
Prof. Finkler says that he belives the bacilli 
found by Koch and those now described by 
himself are identical. ‘The diagnostic value 
of the cholera bacillus will be almost de- 
stroyed if it can be shown that it is also 
found in cases of cholera nostras when 
there is no Asiatic cholera in the vicinity. 
{He has stated in the first paper that he be- 
lieves the cases at Bonn to have been cholera 
nostras.| Is there then a pathological dif- 
ference between severe cases of cholera 
nostras and mild cases of Asiatic cholera ? 
He believes that the principal difference 
between the two diseases is, perhaps, to be 
sought in other things than in the existence 
of the different bacillii— PAiladelphia Medi- 
cal News. 


THE THERAPEUTIC USE OF THE BROMIDES. 
It is very certain that, as the bromides are 
given to-day, many patients have their 
vitality so depressed by their long use as to 
die promptly if they are attacked by any 
intercurrent disease. In the majority of the 
cases of mental and nervous diseases where 
the bromides are used, the therapeutical in- 
dications are te lessen the irritability of the 
cortical substance of the brain, and to im- 
prove nutrition. There are cases which I 
see very frequently in both sexes, where 
there is an overwrought condition of the 
nervous system and cerebral hyperemia, 
which if allowed to run on would eventuate 
in actual mental disorder. There is injec- 
tion of the conjunctiva, a hot head, and 
marked cerebral irritability and hyperesthe- 
sia. For the past year my success with 
these cases has been much more decided 
than by my former method of using the 
bromides, and I accordingly give the for- 
mula which I have used in very many cases 
with perfect success. The physiological 
effect of this combination is reconstructive, 
and at the same time sedative. 1 order a cap- 
sule of Warburg’s tincture containing two 
drams of the inspissated tincture, to be taken 
upon rising in the morning, with a cold 
sponge bath and friction with Turkish towel. 
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Then the following prescription, of which | 
order to be taken in mild cases from two to 
three teaspoonfuls a day in water, and in epi- 
lepsy, or mental cases with excitement, two 
teaspoonfuls in water thrice daily : 


R Sodii bromid., 


. ss; 
Ammon. bromid., » 58; 
Potass. bromid., ‘ Se ane 5) . 
Syr. hypophosphit. comp., ; Giese Sli}; 
Syr. tolut., a ee a 3i3 
Aquw menth. pip... 6. 6 es 5 Iss; 


Liq. pot.arsenit., . 5). 

M. Dose, from one te aspoonful a: as indicated, up 
to two teaspoonfuls thrice daily in water. 

I have never seen a single ca + who has 
used this combination present an impaired 
memory, a tremulous tongue, a staggering 
gait, impairment of the special senses, gas- 
tric catarrh, the peculiar bromide pallor of 
the face, a slow, weak heart, or the bromide 
cachexia, which is evinced by loss of flesh, 
strength, color, and mental power, with pa- 
ralysis of the muscles, loss of reflex and 
general sensibility, and a general aspect of 
senile imbecility, which I have seen in pa- 
tients sent to me from a distance who had 
been taking the bromides for years perhaps, 
and which are the extreme effect of the 
ordinary physiological action of the salts of 
bromide, The action of the arsenic in the 
above prescription is not only directly tonic 
to the entire nervous system, but it also acts 
as a preventive of the follicular eruption 
of the skin, and I have also noticed that the 
sexual feelings are not so apt to be dimin- 
ished as by the ordinary use of the bro- 
mides. So far from mental failure, I have 
often seen direct mental strength resulting 
from this combination, which reconstructs 
while it promotes rest and sleep. It reduces 
nervous activity and builds up the brain at 
the same time. I invariably give, as I have 
said, in all cases where there is an over- 
wrought state of the nervous system, the 
capsule of Warburg’s tincture before break- 
fast, and I regard it as one of the most in- 
valuable tonics we possess.—Dr. /dward C. 
Mann, in the Medical Bulletin. 


A RARE AND FATAL FORM OF SEPSIS 
WirHout Symproms.—An gag paper 
on this subject was read by Dr. Geo. J. 
Englemann at the last meeting of the Amer- 
ican Gynecological Society. (Philadelphia 
Medical News.) He related the histories of 
four cases of fatal sepsis without symptoms. 

Case 1. An old gentleman, a relative of 
the writer’s, was in Langenbeck’s clinic, 
and attended by the best men in German 
medicine. He failed steadily, and they 
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could detect nothing abnormal. The au- 
topsy revealed an abscess in the prostate, 
and one kidney and ureter floating in pus. 
A slight diarrhea was the only symptom in 
this case. 

Case it. A child, after recovery from 
diphtheria, after apparent convalescence, 
died of sepsis Without symptoms, save a 
slight diarrhea. 

Case ut. A puerperal woman died of 
septicemia without symptoms, save a slight 
chill and fever the day before her demise. 

Case tv. Occurred in a woman suffering 
from pelvic cellulitis and uterine disease. 

The only two symptoms in all these cases 
were very slight diarrhea and a feeling of 
mental anxiety, evincing itself in gaiety or 
depression. 


ALCOHOLIC INJECTIONS IN UTERINE HEM- 
ORRHAGE.—It is always useful to know of 
any remedy which can be used, upon the 
spur of the moment, in cases of uterine 
hemorrhage ; and it is useless to talk about 
injections of cold or hot water, when there 
is no injection-apparatus at hand to use. 
So also is it with perchloride of iron and 
subcutaneous injection of ergotine; but, if 
you did not go prepared with these reme- 
dies, the patient, in most cases, would be 
dead before they could be obtained. 

I have used the strong perchloride once 
with perfect success in a very bad case, 
taking it with me ina case of post-partum 
hemorrhage; once in a case of this acci- 
dent, which recurred after twelve hours; 
and once when the patient died, it arriving 
too late to save life. Being driven into a 
corner over a case where most severe hem- 
orrhage took place immediately after the 
placenta was expelled, the blood running 
off the bed into the room —one woman who 
was present fainting and another running 
away—lI caught hold of a bottle of whisky 
which was standing near the washstand basin 
and, pouring half the spirit into the basin, 
| soaked a napkin and introduced it into 
the uterus, when I had the satisfaction, of 
feeling the uterus immediately contract; the 
hemorrhage ceased, and my patient made a 
good recovery. I have used this treatment 
several times since, and with the same 
result——Dr. Thomas F. Hopgood, in British 
Medical Journal. 


VERSION FOR LINGERING LABOR IN A 
Case oF HEAD-PRESENTATION.—On Octo- 
ber 2d, at 6 p. M., I was called in to attend 
Mr-. E. in her third confinement. Her first 
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was a shoulder-presentation, and the second 
a natural labor, but the child was very 
small. She got over both of them quite 
well. When | saw her this time the liquor 
amnii had come away shortly before my 
visit. 

On examination, I found the vagina moist 
and swollen, and the os high up and flabby. 
It was, as far as I could make out, almost 
undilated, and nothing of the child could 
be felt. I left her, and was not sent for 
till fourteen hours after, when matters were 
found to be much in the same condition. 
She had then a full dose of ergot, as, from 
-xternal manipulation and auscultation, I 
concluded it was a head-presentation. In 
the usual time the pains became more fre- 
quent and severe, but little alteration took 
place in the parts. I then passed in my 
hand, and felt the head far up, soft, and 
evidently elongating. The pelvis was nar- 
row, and the back of the symphysis pro- 
jecting. Acting onthe principle of “a bird 
in the hand,” 1 got hold of the two feet 
and turned. ‘There wasa little difficulty in 
extracting the head, but the result was quite 
satisfactory. This case might suggest other 
methods of treatment, but the success of 
that adopted may indicate that it was not 


the worst.—/ames Brydon, M. D., in British 


Medical Journat. 


SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE BACILLUs OF 
‘TUBERCULOsIS.—So many methods of ob- 
servation and of staining the bacillus of 
tuberculosis have been suggested and rec- 
ommended as possessing various adyan- 
tages, that a systematic investigation of 
their comparative merits seemed to be 
necessary in order to the determination of 
the diagnostic value of each. Such an in- 
vestigstion has been very thoroughly car- 
ried out by Dr. Harold C. Ernst, of Jamaica 
Plains, Mass., and the results are given in 
the October issue of The Amerivan Journal 
of Medical Sciences. ‘These results have 
been obtained after the expenditure of 
much time in the preparation of the slides, 
much care in the selection and compound- 
ing of the staining reagents, and by the 
most careful comparison of the slides one 
with another. 

As far as his experience goes, and Dr. 
Ernst has tried every method of staining 
that he has been able to find mentioned. 
Koch’s and Ehrlich’s methods are the only 
ones upon which reliance can be placed 
under all circumstances. With neither of 
them has he succeeded in finding an organ- 








































SL EE Sr ee BAR ng 52 tee PTE = 








368 


ism besides the bacillus of tuberculosis 
which would resist the decolorizing action 
of nitric acid, and which would not take 
the contrast color. Therefore, as all the 
others seem to be untrustworthy from a 
diagnostic point of view, one of these two 
methods, more especially that of Koch’s, 
should be used in all investigations upon 
this subject. Unless one of them is used, 
every observer is liable to the error of mis- 
taking other organisms for the bacillus of 
tuberculosis, or to the still greater one of 
failing to detect it in places where proper 
methods of manipulation make its presence 
very manifest. 

As far as the observation of Dr. Ernst 
extends, the fact of the occurrence of a 
peculiar form of bacillus in tuberculous 
lesions is an invariable one. He has never 
met with a case which could be considered 
tuberculous in which he has failed to find 
bacilli in larger or smaller numbers, and ex- 
aminations, yielding negative results as re- 
gards the occurrence of bacilli with the 
special staining reaction of the bacillus of 
tuberculosis, have been made in a large 
number of cases of sputum from other dis- 
eases than tuberculosis. 

Dr. Ernst also narrates a series of inocu- 
lation experiments, which he made with 
great care, with pure cultures of the bacil- 
lus tuberculosis, and in all but one case, in 
which no result was obtained, the charac- 
teristic bacilli were found, thus constituting 
confirmatory evidence of the specific na- 
ture of the bacillus of tuberculosis. 


ComPRESSION IN THE TREATMENT OF SKIN 
Diseases.—Compression, and it is most use- 
ful in the treatment of diseases of the skin, 
can be applied by means of any substance 
which will afford rest and support to the 
affected parts. In many affections of the 
skin it will either assert itself or assist medi- 
cation in overcoming the morbid state of 
the tissue, which often resists for a very 
long time the action of drugs alone. Com- 
pression is a valuable means to use in ecze- 
m4, especially that form which involves the 
abdomen, the nates, and the genital regions. 
It serves in these affections to protect the 
parts, prevents friction with the adjoining 
portion of the integuments, and limits the 
spread of disease. It relieves the conges- 
tion in such cases and arrests the effusion. 
It is also very effective in acute and sub- 
acute eczema by soothing muscular irrita- 
tion, toning up the dilated capillaries, and 
preventing the escape of serosity. Com- 
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pression is a most important adjuvant in 
the treatment of certain eruptive fevers, for 
edema after erysipelas, as well as in eczema, 
furruncular, and glandular affections, herpes, 
herpes zoster, and urticaria. — Med. Bulletin, 


MosiLity OF THE DULLNESS IN THE Ex. 
UDATION OF PERICARDITIS: —Gerhardt lays 
it down as a rule that the dullness of the 
exudation of pericarditis increases consider- 
ably in its superior limits directly the patient 
from the supine assumes the erect position; 
this is still more evident when he bends 
forward the upper half of the body—a 
fact which he makes to depend on a larger 
quantity of liquid being brought into con- 
tact in this position with the thoracic wall. 
Observations in the clinic of Prof. Marag- 
liano (/talia. Medica) show that this change 
of position of the dullness does not take place 
in all cases; indeed, in some, precisely the 
contrary happens, that is, a lowering of 
the site of dullness. ‘The author gives six 
cases in proof of this. Of these, the first 
and second are especially noteworthy, as 
in them he was able to follow the develop- 
ment of the exudation. At first, on change 
of position, there was the usual elevation 
of dullness, succeeded by fall of dullness as 
the exudation increased. ‘This would only 
depend on lowering of the diaphragm from 
the excessive weight of the contents of the 
pericardium, and at the same time was no- 
ticed the diminution or disappearance of 
the semilocular space of Traube.  Eleva- 
tion as well as fall of the dullness may then 
occur, or there may be no variation. If 
the liquid contained in the pericardium be 
much, there may be moderate elevation of 
the superior limits; if it be very abundant, 
there is always a depression of the line of 
dullness, and both of these independently of 
the greater or lesser antiquity of the exu- 
dation.—Zondon Medical Record. 


ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


OrFiciAL List of Changes in the Stations and 
Duties of Officers serving in the Medical Depart- 
ment, United States Army, from November 23, 
1884, to November 29, 1884: 

Loving, 1. ¥., Captain and Assistant Surge®n, 
assigned to duty as Post Surgeon, San Diego B’ks, 
San Diego, Cal. (8S. O. 135, Dept. Cal., Nov. 19, 
1884.) Wilson, George F., First Lieutenant and 
Assistant Surgeon, granted one month’s leave of 
absence, from Nov. 20th, Vancouver B’ks, W. T. 
(S. O. 180, Dept. Col., Nov. 18, 1884.) PAz/ip, G., 
First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, now at 
Fort Cceur d’Alene, Idaho Ter., ordered for tem- 
porary duty at Vancouver B’ks, W. T.  (S. O. 179. 
Dept. Col., Nov. 17, 1884.) 
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